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Preface 

Dear Friends, 
 

Hello everyone.  I am writing this as May is not living up to its expectations, being wet and chilly!  I hope it improves for us 
all in June.  May has been busy and exciting.  For me the finding and purchasing of a house to become the Vicarage for All 
Saints Vendée is at the forefront of our minds and a lot of conversations.  We held an Extraordinary General Meeting (a 
report of which is elsewhere) to give people the information and to answer as many questions as we could.  Bob was at 
the house during the meeting, making plans.  He had some visitors after the meeting ended! The house does need some 
work, but is fairly central and most importantly at a price the church could afford. 
 

When we have completed the purchase we plan to hold an 'Open Afternoon' with tea, scones etc. available so that people 
can come and see it.  As there is work to be done we will have a sheet, rather like a wedding present list, and there will be 
an opportunity for people to donate the money to buy a light switch, a tin of paint, a sheet of plaster board etc.  The 
people of the Parish will really be part of this house! 
 

We also held our Away Day in May, even if we only went as far as Mouilleron en Pareds!  Martyn Compton led us through 
the day.  We tried to discern God's will and plan for our future.  We spent quite a lot of time in silent prayer followed by 
discussions in small groups and then shared our thoughts.  I will endeavour to collate these responses and those of the 
questionnaire in the near future so that we can study the results.  If you haven't returned your questionnaire  please do so, 
it's not too late. Your opinions matter. 
 

The Confirmation service at St Bartholomew's Church Dinard was very special and our prayers are with Anna and Thomas 
as they move forward in their walk with God.  We all need at times to review our walk with God and ask ourselves the 
questions: 'Am I still listening to God?'  'Am I being obedient to Him?'  'What plans does He have for me now?'  
 

The Holy Spirit is our helper in our lives with God, but He can be the most neglected of the Trinity.  We have all been given 
the gift of the Holy Spirit as we will be reminded at Pentecost and we are all asked to bear the fruits of the Spirit in our 
lives.  He hasn't stopped working just because 2,000 years have passed but for many people it is too overwhelming to let 
him move in their life.  You can't keep God in a little box if the Holy Spirit is doing his work.  God will still work miracles, He will still heal, 
He will answer prayer, although none of them may be in the way that we expect, but we have to be open to His actions.  
 

I understand that people are wary of hysteria, of false claims, or lack of reverence but, just as some people will claim 
benefits they don't deserve, but we don't stop benefits, so we must still carry on trusting in God to help us discern what is 
God given and what is man made.  The Holy Spirit is a wonderful gift from God so that He can live in us, let us not try to 
limit His works.   
 

I won't be with you for Pentecost this year as I will be at Le Pas Opton, the Spring Harvest holiday camp, with Beccy for a 
holiday.  This is a special week they do for those with disabilities and it is also rare that Beccy and I go on a 'proper' holiday 
together, usually she visits and we carry on with normal life, so it will be a real treat.   
 

God Bless, 

Caroline 
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 JUNE into JULY CHURCH SERVICES WITH BIBLE READINGS 
 

 

 

All Services start at 11am except where indicated 

 

[We have also included the Psalms for each week, as they may inform your own reading at home] 
 

 

1/6/2014   HC LCP   Easter 7 

   1
st
 Lesson: Acts 1: 6-14    Epistle: 1 Peter 4: 12-14+ 5: 6-11 Gospel: St John 17: 1-11 

[Psalm 68: 1-10, 32-35] 

 

8/6/2014   HC PDS   Pentecost 

   1
st
 Lesson: Acts 2: 1-21  Epistle: 1 Corinthians 12: 3b-13 Gospel: St John 20: 19-23    

[Psalm 104: 26-36,37b] 

 

15/6/2014   MW LCA   Trinity Sunday 

   1
st
 Lesson: Isaiah 40: 12-17,27-31 Epistle: 2Corinthians 13: 11-13 Gospel:St Matthew 28: 16-20 

[Psalm: 8] 

 

22/6/2014   HC PDS   Trinity 1 

   1
st
 Lesson: Genesis 21: 8-21  Epistle: Romans 6: 1b-11    Gospel: St Matthew 10: 24-39 

[Psalm 86: 1-10, 16-17] 

 

29/6/2014 11am  Celtic Communion at La Pardiere, La Foret sur Sevre at   

 

6/7/2014   HC LCP   Trinity 3 

   1
st
 Lesson: Genesis 24: 34-38, 42-49+58-67   Epistle: Romans7: 15-25a   Gospel: St Matthew 11: 16-19, 25-30 

[Psalm 45: 10-17] 

 

 
LCA = La Chapelle Achard;   PDS = Puy de Serre;   LCP = La Chapelle Palluau, 

 

MW=Morning  Worship;  HC(CW)=Holy Communion (Common Worship);  BCP=Book of Common Prayer 

 
 

 

Please note that the hall is NOT available on the 22/6/14 but  there will be a bring and share lunch the 

following week, 29/6/14, at La Pardiere after the Celtic Communion. 
 
 

 
 

Please join us for Tea, Coffee & Biscuits after our services, 
followed by a Bring & Share Lunch 

Everyone is welcome to join us - even if you have not brought anything 
There is always enough to go round! 

(Unfortunately, when there is a service on the fifth Sunday in the month, the hall is not available). 
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6th June, Friday, 6pm: Quiz 
8th June, Restos du Coeur gift collection at Puy de Serre church. 
26th June, Thursday, 2.30pm: Ladies Circle at Mouilleron en Pareds.  For more details, please contact 
Joan Stewart on 0251 00 34 70 

A Thousand Gifts, a Thousand Blessings! 

Don`t forget your gifts on the 2
nd

 Sunday of each month. 

Bill and Carole will collect them and pass them on to Resto du 

Coeur in Coulonges. 

And looking ahead: 
23rd July. Wednesday: The Young Continentals show at Spring Harvest 
 

Don’t forget that Diary Updates are available on our Website: 
www.AllSaintsVendee.fr 

 
 

 

Names on our  Prayer  List………. 
 

 

Through the coming days, please remember especially in your prayers: 
 
 
 
 

Geoffrey Colman: It was really heartening to see Geoffrey and Janet at church recently.  Please 

pray that he may continue to feel stronger… 
Geoffrey says that he remains deeply appreciative of the continuing prayerful support of so 
many people and it`s been a real help throughout the treatment to date. 

Praise God!` 
 

Peter Hutchinson: Please continue to pray for Peter`s recovery, following his recent fall in which he fractured 

his leg - the same one as before. This is a terrible setback for him in his already very fragile situation. 
Please pray for him, for the staff who are caring for him, and for those who have responsibility for his future 
care. 
 

John Matthews:  John has sent this news: 

John continues to have radiotherapy sessions at Niort and he assures me that things are improving.  
Please pray for him and Barbara as these trying times continue. 
 

Ian Wallace: Ian continues to explore his vocation for the ministry. Your prayerful support in this will be 

appreciated. 
 

Celia Houghton: Celia is somewhat isolated in a care home in England but her family may soon be close by. 
 

 
 

Our Prayer Co-ordinator is David Pearson.  Please let him have details of any folk you become aware of who need our 
prayers.     02 51 61 05 04    david.sally@orange.fr 

 

“Thank you all for your continuing prayers” 
 

You may sometimes hear of members or friends of our congregations who are not wanting to go on our 
Prayer List, but who are ill or in need. 

In these cases, please let David Pearson, our Pastoral Organiser, know. 
Tel: 02 51 61 05 04 
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Notes from our Church Wardens 
 
 

We are excited!   This does not happen to us too often, but we have 
momentous news!  All being well, All Saints, Vendée will shortly have 
its own vicarage! 
 
 
 

Here is how it came about: 
 
 
 

It is our responsibility to ensure that Caroline is housed 
appropriately.  We had looked into buying a property, but with the 
average cost of a three bedroomed house being about 150,000 euros 
those at the Forum, following the AGM, felt it would be wrong to 
commit ASV to a mortgage for however many years.  We therefore 
decided that the only thing to do was to find a house to rent.  Renting 
a house is likely to be about 600 euros a month. 

 
 
 

As we were looking at the list of rental houses. our eye was caught by another listing, a house to buy for  
62,000 euros.  At this point we should say that we were looking for a house between Chantonnay and Les 
Essarts and this one was listed as `Axe Chantonnay/Les Essarts` - the exact words we had been using in 
our discussions.  Although it seemed most unlikely to be suitable, we went along to have a look… 
 
 
 

Caroline and Bob, Barbara and I, were all really taken with this house in St Vincent Sterlanges.  Of course 
it needs work to turn it into appropriate accommodation, but Bob is willing to undertake this.  When 
finished, the house will provide a large kitchen/ diner and sitting room on the ground floor and 2 large 
bedrooms with `en suite`, plus a study on the first floor.  There is also a small front garden.  In addition, 
across the road, there are `dependances` containing a garage and two workshops, plus a `potager`, as 
well as a grassy area. 
 
 
 

During the time we have been without a permanent priest, we have been raising money to help provide 
housing.  We know that, as a Church, we can afford to buy this house, without a mortgage.  Having been 
given the `go ahead` by the Standing Committee of your Church Council, I am delighted to tell you that 
the vendors have agreed to sell us the property for 58,000 euros to include all fees and taxes. 
 
 
 

It will mean that ASV will have its own official address and its own `vicarage`.  We can stop paying rent 
and Caroline and Bob can stop living out of suitcases and have somewhere in the Vendée that they can 
call their own. 
 
 
 

While we can afford to buy the house, it will stretch us.  We do need to keep some money in the accounts 
to pay for the costs of refurbishment of the house [currently estimated in the region of 10,000 euros], as 
well as the everyday expenses of running our Church.   
 
 
 

We shall shortly be writing to members to ask if they are able to help out in the form of a donation or an 
interest free loan. 
 
 
 

I hope you will feel as excited as we do to have our own central base and to know that we shall no longer 
have to pay rent… 
 
 
 

Barbara and Joan 
 
 

 
 
 
 

On Sunday 18th May, we were delighted to support two of our young people at their Confirmation Service 
at Dinard. Thomas Wazny is one of the original members of our Sunday Club at Puy de Serre and Anna 
Talbot attends La Chapelle Achard. It was a glorious day and they both thoroughly enjoyed the occasion, 
as did we. Well done Anna & Thomas! 

 

Page 4



A MASSIVE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR FRIENDS 
 

from the Coffee Morning Team. 
 
Dear Good People, 
 

We wish to thank you all most sincerely for the wonderful support given to the Coffee Morning, which now totals 
1815.50 € for church funds. Please will you convey our appreciation to any visitors you may have brought along with 
you, or those you may know who attended, far too numerous to contact individually. What an outcome! The 
Rackhams also extend thanks to all those who worked so tirelessly to make the event so successful. 
 

Although this is NOT necessarily an annual event, it might prove useful if you can keep your small square plastic 
flowerpots, currently being emptied in various gardens, and pass them on, rinsed clean if possible, to Marian or 
Richard. They are also happy to receive used but clean yogurt pots together with any part used, or indeed new, bags 
of compost! We’ll then see what next year brings.  
 

Thank you again, God bless you all,  
 

Marian and Richard 
 

 

 

 

Please, please, please take a few moments to read this and then reply to 

Marian, Jenny, Maggie or Peter…. 

 

Fate or Fete? 
 

PLEASE, please take a minute to reply with your opinions 
 
As most people are aware, the annual Summer Fête for the Church of All Saints, Vendée, was not held at Puy de Serre last year. It 
appears that it was felt that support was dwindling, and the burden of organisation was being carried by the same small team of 
valiant workers, so it was time for a change. However, several friends have said that they have “missed” the event, and quite a lot 
of these are not church members. It is perhaps a pity to cease spreading this social side of our ministry, and also to lose the 
income generated from those outside our congregation. Therefore we write to find out if there would be support for a replacement 
event, from both the previous workers, and also from new members. As we have many people on holiday at the traditional Summer 
Fête time, people away in UK on half term “Grandparent- Duties” late October, and Christmas gets very hectic for many, we are 
proposing an Autumn Fair, possibly early in November. 
 
As this would be predominantly an indoor event at this season, we are considering a smaller but quality event, calling on all the 
craft expertise, perhaps the Ladies’ Group will feel able to support this. Christmas decorations/cards, and perhaps your unwanted 
but new presents which other people might find attractive as Christmas gifts, an up-beat vide grenier! Light refreshments could be 
served and of course we will need a cake stall and raffles. These are just a few thoughts but we welcome ideas. Initially, however, 
we need to assess whether there is support for this, because if not, then we will pursue the idea no further. 
 
If you feel you are prepared to commit support to this, please will you let one of the steering committee below have your name, 
preferably before the end of April, so we can determine whether to continue with this venture. Jennifer asks to let it be known that 
she has lots of ideas and free patterns for craft work for anyone wanting to support the craft stall. 

 
Thank you! 

Jennifer Wilkinson 
, -  wilkinsonjennifer@gmail.com 

 

Marian Rackham, 
-  richard.rackham@cegetel.net 

Maggie Calton, -  magandant@orange.fr 
 

Peter Somerville, -  somhope@free.fr 
 

The team would like to hear from you, whether you wish there to be a fete/bazaar or 

not… 

Please get in touch… 
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Letter from The Editor 

 
From dog roses to dog daisies and daisy dogs! 
 
I love seeing the hedgerows at this time of year as I`m driving around.  
I look to see what fresh wonders the earth has produced.  My eye was 
caught recently by trailing arms of wild pink roses.  I love their beauty 
and simplicity.  My mind went off into a reverie…how can we call these 
sweet flowers `dog roses`?  Is it a term of disparagement?  Are they 
unimportant when compared to the large, blousy, cultivated varieties?  
In olden days, the roots were used, apparently, to make a poultice to 
apply to wounds sustained from a rabid dog.  So maybe this is the 
reason.  My favourite, though, is the suggestion that the wild rose blooms when Sirius, the dog 
star, [part of Canis Major] is in the sky… 
 
Appreciated throughout the centuries, this is the rose whose stylised form has been used in 
heraldry – the tudor rose, the white rose of York, the red of Lancaster…  It beautifies the 
hedgerows right through until winter with its large glossy red fruits, the rosehips.  Known as a 
wonderful source of vitamin C, the use of rosehips became especially prevalent during World War 
II, when children were encouraged to pick them so that they could be made into rose hip syrup.  
Indeed, I remember the local clinic supplying this for my children long afterwards. 
 
But beware, if eaten raw, rosehips may cause mild nausea and sickness, along with pain and 
diarrhoea. However, it is said they may be used as a charm to attract health and wealth and 
rosehips placed beneath the pillow are said to protect the sleeper against nightmares and nasty 
spirits that seek to disturb the nightly peace! 

[By the way, I just love this snippet which came to my attention.  Apparently the phrase `sub-rosa` 
[under the rose] which means `in confidence or secret` comes from the Roman fashion of 
fastening roses to the ceiling in the rooms where meetings and parties etc were held. The roses 
meant that anything said or done in that room was secret and would remain so. This use has 
continued in a more stylized manner throughout the centuries and even today we still have plaster 
`ceiling roses` even though we have long forgotten the origin.] 

Of course, it is not only wild roses that are referred to as `dog`, for, blooming 
abundantly beneath them at the moment are dog daisies, also known as ox-eye 
daisies or marguerites.  These are not inferior daisies although they are very 
common!  Indeed, they are the national flower of Latvia and of Central Finland.  Did 
you know that the unopened flower buds can be marinated and used like capers?            

Dog Daisies              I`m not sure I would like to try this, though. 

The age old test of whether your boyfriend loved you: `He loves me, he loves me not, he loves 
me…` as you pull off the petals one by one, is a lot easier with this large daisy!   

But please don`t get confused between a dog daisy and a daisy dog!  Yes, there 
is such a breed.  It is a cross between a Bichon Frise, a Poodle and a  Shih-Tzu.   
Very pretty!  Just don`t ask me how it got its name! 

Joan Stewart  

                                                                                             "Calvin" is a  Daisy Dog. 
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Lynn Talbot has written to us about the recent Confirmation Service that took place in Dinard on the 18th May… 
 

A trip down Memory Lane 
 

St Bartholomew's church, Dinard, has a special place in my heart, not only 
because it is such a beautiful place, but because it is where I was confirmed 
last year alongside my oldest son Daniel and my great friend Joan.  Last 
weekend, I had the privilege of  returning to St Bartholomew's for the 
Confirmation of my daughter Anna.   
 
The Confirmation service was  led by Bishop James Johnson who was 
assisted by our very own Reverend Caroline Sackley.  Caroline's presence 
made it even more of a personal event, and we were also blessed by the 
presence of other dear friends from our local church – Polly Ward, Joan 
Stewart and her son Dan, and Barbara and Robin Kenyon, and last but not 
least Thomas who was also being confirmed, and his parents Francoise and 
Mark.  The Communion also marked something new for us, because both 
Daniel and Anna took the wine – their reactions caused a little bit of 
amusement ;o).   

 
Our trip was organised by the great organiser herself, Polly, who did a great job in finding us 
accommodation in a 'Lake House' where we were able to enjoy the beautiful surroundings and eat 
meals together with our friends out on the lake.   
 
Anna had been so excited about being confirmed that the weekend couldn't have come soon enough 
for her.  She was made to feel very special during the service and she now wears her cross, a 
Confirmation gift from her God-mother Joan, with pride.  She took it to school on Monday, together 
with her certificate to show her class.  I confess that tears of pride and memories welled up in my eyes 
during the service and I would like to give a BIG thank you with all my heart to everyone who made 
this possible. 
 

Lots of love Lynn, Daniel, Anna and James :-) xx 
 

(Please Note. More photos are ready to view on the website at: www.allsaintsvendee.fr) 
 

 

 

The Young Continentals 
 

This is a group of young Christians, aged 13-16 years who tour Europe each Summer with a 
musical show .  They are coming to the Vendée to perform at Le Pas Opton [Spring Harvest] on 
the 23rd July.  They are hoping that we may provide another venue for them, perhaps near 
Mouilleron-en-Pareds on the following day, 24th July.  
This is not a fund-raising event - it is a musical and religious experience.  Any collection will go 
towards their expenses 

The group may be seen on Youtube. 
 
We are likely to be asked to provide accommodation and food, although they come supplied with 
sleeping bags and airbeds! 
  
Further details will be available shortly…  Watch this space! 
 

Page 7 



A Thousand Gifts, a Thousand Blessings! 

 

Don`t forget your gifts on the 2
nd

 Sunday of each month. 

Bill and Carole will collect them and pass them on to Resto du Coeur in 

Coulonges. 
 

This month Bill and Carole have sent us a poem written by a foodbank client.  It 

gives us food for thought… 
 

`I know what it`s like to use the same teabag twice, 

To cut the mould from the bread to rescue a slice. 

I didn`t ever think UI would be in such a mess 

While working full time for a living, while suffering from illness and stress. 
 

I choose to work to pay my own way 

But have no spare money at the end of the day. 

The cupboards and fridge are empty, what else can I do? 

Throw my three elderly pets on the street? – it just wouldn`t do. 
 

I don`t have a partner for support, the children have grown and left home 

No luxuries do I have that I can call my own. 

I do not have a plasma screen TV 

No tumble drier here for me 

No plush leather sofa or latest mobile phone, no holiday do I take or house do I 

own. 
 

So swallow my pride I know I must do 

So I visited the food bank who welcomed me within 

As I wiped the tears from my face rolling down my cheek, 

Foodbank volunteers greeted me with a smile, sat me down with a cup of tea. 
 

I began to chat and told of my dismay 

At finding myself at the foodbank today 

Not a penny in my purse that I could offer to pay, what more could I say? 

`It`s alright` the lady said as I was handed a tissue,`don`t look at being here 

as such an issue.` 

So privileged and grateful I felt as I was provided with food, as if Heaven sent. 
 

To have food on the table this cold winter`s day 

Is very much appreciated, I`m humbled to say 

Foodbank, I thank you for helping me today.` 
 

And now a prayer from Bill: 
 

Father, help us to hear the prayers of Archbishop Welby and the Archbishop of 

Westminster and the growing number of churches that now run their own 

foodbanks.  They have very positive observations on how the poor are treated or 

not treated. 

Although we are small in number, help us to infect the world around us with 

your love…. 

Amen 

 

Bill Stocking 
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Details of our June Filling Station meeting: 
 

 
 

 
'Living, walking and keeping in step with the Holy Spirit' 

Date: Tuesday 10th June 2014 
Time: 7pm 

Venue:     La Maison du Diocèse, 62 rue Maréchal Joffre 
85000 La Roche/Yon. 

 
Come and be spiritually filled at your local Filling Station meeting! 

 
Next date for the diary … 8th July 2014 

 
For more info: liz.jond@wanadoo.fr 

http://www.thefillingstationfrance.com 
 

 

 

 

A message from Bishop David: 

 

Pray for the kidnapped Nigerian schoolgirls 
 

 

 
 
 

O God, we cry out to you for the lives and the freedom of the kidnapped girls in 
Nigeria.  In their time of danger and fear, pour out your strong Spirit for them. 
Make a way home for them in safety. Make a way back for them to the education 
that will lift them up. Hold them in the knowledge that they are not captive slaves, 
they are not purchased brides, but they are your beloved daughters, and precious 
in your sight. Change the hearts and minds of their kidnappers and of all who 
choose violence against women and girls. Cast down the mighty from their seat, 
and lift up the humble and meek, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
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Bill Stocking has kindly shared with us a prayer he felt motivated 

to write, following his daily prayer and bible study: 

 

The mustard seed… 

The leaven in the bread… 

The Bible, and prayer, meaning more and more  

as time goes by… 

The hunger for God, growing not diminishing… 

 

May we all live and breathe for Your glory.  Help us, Father, to use spiritual eyes to 

see and feel You  and us at work 

In Your name… 

 

Our ways are often not Your ways.  Help us to be patient but 

To trust You completely… 

Because of what we are, Father, may the Gospel be caught and spread by the way we 

live… 

 

Pray for our leaders.  Please, Father, inspire them… 

Help us all to know that, although we are small in number, 

You are, and always will be, there. 

Help us to realise that we make our own stand for the Kingdom here on Earth, 

That with You we stand shoulder to shoulder. 

Glory be to You, Father… 

 

When faced with trials and opposition, we know the outcome is secure 

And in Heaven we will share the prize for which Your Son died… 

 

Amen 

 

 
 

`Planned giving' 
 

If you are thinking about making or increasing your regular contributions to All Saints, Vendée, 
then you need to get in touch with Mike Mylod, our Planned Giving Officer. Regular monthly 
payments make it easier to plan our finances and can be done by Standing Order or through the 
Envelope Scheme. You can contact Mike on 02 51 51 07 36 

 
 

 

ASV Website News 

Remember, it is now possible to view sermons and talks from those church services you may have missed and to 
keep up-to-date with any STOP PRESS messages. 

 

Photos of the recent Confirmation which took place in Dinard can be viewed in the Gallery at: 
www.allsaintsvendee.fr 

 

So, if you are unwell or away from home, it's one more way to keep in touch! 
 

Jacqui Stainton-James - (Website Co-ordinator) 
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It will be Fathers' Day later this month so I thought readers may be interested in the following which I 

found in a church porch in Kent:                                                                                                           Jacqui 

"A Letter from Daddy"...... 

(Signed)                                                 Your Loving Father 
 

 
 

Please send your contributions and letters for the July issue to: 
“The Grapevine” Editor at:  jpsmorandiere@free.fr  before 15

th
 June. 

Requests to be included on the emailing list should be addressed to Jacqui Stainton-James at:  
sjfamily66@hotmail.com 
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